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2 Purpose of Clearance 
2.1 Description 

Ecosphere Ecological Solutions was engaged by AECOM on behalf of Blue Power Partners to undertake a native 

vegetation assessment in connection with the proposed connection installation of the Summerfield BESS to 

the grid, a new 275kV transmission circuit is required to run between the Summerfield BESS site and the existing 

Tungkillo Substation. The new transmission line will run in a northwest - southeast alignment, will be 

approximately 17km in length and will be predominantly located within an existing electrical infrastructure 

easement.  

The transmission line works involve stringing a new 275kV transmission circuit on the vacant/spare side of the 

previously approved existing transmission towers and the construction of two new transmission towers 

positioned a short distance to the east of the Tungkillo Substation to enable connection into the substation.  

Importantly, all works associated with stringing the new circuit on existing transmission towers and connections 

works within the Tungkillo Substation are not ‘development’ for the purposes of the PDI Act. This clearance 

under regulation application applies only to the clearance associated with the two new towers and the 

installation of ~800m of electrical conductor and optical ground wire (constituting part of a new electrical 

‘circuit’) between the existing towers and the Tungkillo Substation (via the new towers) (Figure 1).  

The section of the transmission line containing the two new transmission towers and the new conductor is 

approximately 800m in length and is herein referred to as the Project Site. 

The clearance for the remainder of the stringing of the new circuit on the existing towers is predominantly for 

statutory bushfire clearance, was considered during the original EIS and is detailed in a separate report to be 

submitted to Native Vegetation Council. ate the overhang of the new transmission line. 

2.2 Background 

2.2.1 Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia (IBRA) 

The Interim Biogeographical Regionalisation of Australia (IBRA) identifies geographically distinct bioregions 

based on common climate, geology, landform, native vegetation and species information. The bioregions are 

further refined into subregions and environmental associations. 

The Project area lies within the Kanmantoo IBRA Bioregion, the Fleurieu IBRA Subregion, and the Eden Valley 

IBRA Environmental Association. The Fleurieu IBRA Subregion and the Eden Valley IBRA Environmental 

Association have 12 % and 6 % of their area composed of remnant native vegetation, respectively. And of this, 

24 % and 3 % of remaining native vegetation is formally protected within the Fleurieu IBRA Subregion and the 

Eden Valley IBRA Environmental Association, respectively. 

2.2.2 Native Vegetation Information System (NVIS) 

The NVIS represents the State Government's key extant native floristic vegetation mapping layer for South 

Australia. It provides floristic and structural information, and / or presence of native vegetation in South 

Australia. No native vegetation was mapped as occurring within the area of the proposed native vegetation 

clearance. The nearest area of mapped native vegetation (approximately 100 m away) was classified as 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis var. camaldulensis, +/- Eucalyptus leucoxylon ssp. low open woodland over Linum 

trigynum, Briza maxima, Anagallis arvensis, Avena barbata forbs.  

2.2.3 Roadside Significant Site Database (RSSD) 

No roadside significant sites were identified within close proximity of the Project area. 
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2.2.4 Climate 

The Fleurieu IBRA Subregion has a mostly Mediterranean climate, with cool wet winters and hot dry summers. 

Mean annual rainfall from 1976 – 2005, as accessed via NatureMaps (2024), is 544 mm at the Project area.  
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Figure 1. Location of Tungkillo Augmentation Project area 
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Figure 2 Location of the Project area showing proposed tower locations and Electranet easement. 
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2.3 Details of the proposal 

The Summerfield BESS is a battery under development in Tepko, South Australia with construction due to 

commence in Q4 2024. The Summerfield BESS will be connected to the National Electricity Market (NEM) via 

the Tepko to Tungkillo Transmission Line Stringing Project. 

The Tepko substation will be located approximately 17 kilometres (km) southeast of the existing Electranet 

Tungkillo substation on the Tungkillo to Tailem Bend 275kV dual circuit. The purpose of establishing the Tepko 

substation and associated circuit to Tungkillo substation is to enable the connection of the Summerfield Battery 

into the NEM. 

The key components of the overall project are: 

• Works within the Tungkillo substation; 

• Two entry towers into the Tungkillo substation, and; 

• Vegetation clearance to ensure compliance with bushfire regulations and allow for stringing lift. 

This report relates to the augmentation and connection for the substation requiring a new conductor and up 

to two new tower locations. 

2.4 Approvals required or obtained. 

This section provides details of the following approvals or applications under the following legislation, as 

relevant: 

• Native Vegetation Regulations 2017 (Clearance under the Regulations is the subject of the current 

proposal) 

• Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 (Approval or exemption required for the Project) 

• Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Desktop assessment and field survey 

undertaken to determine if Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) occur within the 

Project area, detailed in section 4.4.1 below)  

• National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 (Desktop assessment and field survey undertaken to determine if 

state level threatened flora and fauna occur within the Project area, detailed in section ## below) 

• Landscape South Australia Act 2019 (Desktop assessment and field survey undertaken to determine if 

weeds of concern occur within the Project area, detailed in section ## below) 

2.5 Native Vegetation Regulations 

The pathway under which the required clearance is proposed to be assessed is Regulation 12(34) – 

Infrastructure, which allows for clearance of vegetation incidental to the construction or expansion of a building 

or infrastructure (and associated services) where the Minister has declared that the clearance is in the public 

interest. 

Proponent must comply with the following additional requirements: 

• Clearance incidental to the construction or expansion of a building or infrastructure where it is deemed 

the clearance is in the public interest; and/or 

• Clearance is required in connection with the provision of infrastructure or services to a building or 

place provided that consent under the Development Act 1993 (now superseded by the Planning, 

Development and Infrastructure Act 2016) has been obtained; and/or 

• Clearance is undertaken in accordance with an NVC approved Standard Operating Procedure. 

The Proponent intends to seek either approval under s130 of the PDI Act or a planning exemption in 

accordance with Schedule 13, clause 2(1)(b)(vi) of the PDI Regulations. 
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2.5.1 Development Application Information 

Under the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016, 55 Electronet Road, Tungkillo is zoned as Rural 

and falls within the following overlays: 

• Dwelling Excision 

• Hazards (Bushfire - Medium Risk) 

• Heritage Adjacency 

• Hazards (Flooding - Evidence Required) 

• Limited Land Division 

• Murray-Darling Basin 

• Native Vegetation 

• Prescribed Water Resources Area 

• River Murray Tributaries Protection Area 

• Water Resources 

Under the Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 2016 LOT 72 Brinkworth Range Road Tungkillo is zoned 

as Rural and falls within the following overlays: 

• Dwelling Excision 

• Hazards (Bushfire - Medium Risk) 

• Hazards (Flooding - Evidence Required) 

• Limited Land Division 

• Murray-Darling Basin 

• Native Vegetation 

• Prescribed Water Resources Area 

• River Murray Tributaries Protection Area 

• Water Resources 
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3 Methods 
3.1 Desktop assessment 

A desktop assessment was used to search for records of threatened communities, threatened flora, and 

threatened and / or migratory fauna that are known to, or possibly occur, within 5 km of the Project area. 

3.1.1 Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST)  

A PMST report was generated on 26th July 2024 to identify MNES under the EPBC Act relevant to the Project 

area (DCCEEW 2024a). The PMST is maintained by the Department of Climate Change, Energy the Environment 

and Water (DCCEEW) and was used to identify flora and fauna species or ecological communities of national 

environmental significance that may occur or are likely to have suitable habitat within 5 km of the Project area. 

The results returned by the PMST are based on a modelled distribution of each community and each flora and 

fauna species and thus require additional information to clarify their possible presence in the Project area.  

3.1.2 Biological Database of South Australia (BDBSA)  

Records for threatened flora and fauna and migratory fauna listed under the EPBC Act and / or NPW Act were 

assessed using the BDBSA Supertable (DEW 2024a), accessed via the general query tool on NatureMaps 

(NatureMaps 2024). The BDBSA is comprised of an integrated collection of corporate databases which meet 

the Department for Environment and Wildlife (DEW) standards for data quality, integrity, and maintenance. In 

addition to DEW biological data the BDBSA also includes data from partner organisations (Birds Australia, Birds 

SA, Australasian Wader Study Group, SA Museum, and other State Government Agencies). This data is included 

under agreement with the partner organisation for ease of distribution, but they remain owners of the data 

and should be contacted directly for further information. The dataset was obtained on 25th July 2024 and was 

used to identify records of conservation significant flora and fauna (i.e., threatened and / or migratory) that 

have been recorded within 5 km of the Project area, have a spatial reliability of < 1 km, and were recorded 

during or after 1995, as per the Bushland Assessment Method (BAM) (NVC 2020a). In addition, denatured 

records (i.e., records that have had their coordinates denatured by 1 decimal (approximately 10 km) due to 

sensitivity concerns) of conservation significant flora and fauna were also considered where appropriate. 

3.2 Assessment of the likelihood of occurrence 

A likelihood of occurrence assessment for conservation significant flora and fauna highlighted by the PMST 

report and the BDBSA search as occurring within 5 km of the Project area was conducted. This assessment was 

used to filter the outputs of the PMST report and BDBSA search results to derive a subset of conservation 

significant flora and fauna with potential to occur in the Project area for consideration during the field survey. 

The assessment was updated with habitat suitability information obtained during the field survey. 

A likelihood of occurrence rating (Highly Likely, Likely, Possible, and Unlikely) was assigned to each of the 

conservation significant flora and fauna identified in the desktop PMST report and BDBSA search based on the 

combination of records existing within 5 km of the Project area and knowledge of suitable habitat occurring in 

the Project area (Table 3). Conservation significant flora and fauna observed during the field survey(s) were 

given a rating of Known. 

Information on the habitat preferences and other relevant ecological attributes of the flora and fauna identified 

via the desktop assessment were sourced from their respective profile pages listed by the DCCEEW (2024b, c), 

Electronic Flora of South Australia (DEW 2024b), and other relevant resources where required. 

It should be noted that the likelihood of a conservation significant species or subspecies occurring within the 

Project area does not necessarily equate to the Project area being of importance to the conservation of the 

species or subspecies. 
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were not reflected by database records. As such, conservation significant flora and fauna highlighted by the 

PMST report but without BDBSA records within the 5 km buffer of the Project area may still be classified as 

Possible, Likely, or Highly Likely to occur within the Project area based on suitable habitat alone. 



 

Tungkillo Substation Augmentation Works   12 

4 Assessment Outcomes 
4.1 Vegetation Assessment 

The vegetation assessment was undertaken as a site visit to determine the likelihood of potential pruning or 

removal required as part of stringing the new towers and as part of ongoing maintenance as part of the 

operations phase. The line crosses a steep gully which may negates the requirement for full clearance of 

electrical clearance buffers.  

Trees in this zone were largely River Red Gum (Eucalyptus camaldulensis) associated with the riparian zone and 

hills sides. Understorey was completely modified and exotic in origin with no under storey indigenous species 

other than very sparsely present grass species Aristida behriana (Brush Wire-grass) or Cyperus gymnocaulos 

(Flat Sedge).  

The Project area is located approximately 6.75 km south of the rural town of Tungkillo, and approximately 42.5 

km east of Adelaide, South Australia. This area lies within the Eden Valley IBRA Environmental Association which 

has 6 % of its area composed of remnant native vegetation. Broadly the soil within the Project area consists of 

acidic sandy loam over brown or grey clay on rock, or shallow soil on rock (NatureMaps 2024). 

The Project area is located within an area of existing infrastructure, consisting of the Tungkillo Substation 

transmission line. No National Parks and Wildlife South Australia (NPWSA) reserves or heritage agreements 

occur within 5 km of the Project area. 

4.2 Scattered Trees 

Six individual scattered trees of Eucalyptus camaldulensis and a patch of 25 emerging Eucalyptus camaldulensis 

were assessed during the field survey (Table 4). Clearance of the scattered trees is likely to be limited to pruning 

with more than 25% but less than 50 % removal as a worst-case scenario and may be very minimal in order to 

meet Electranet operational clearance guidelines and stringing of the easement. See Table 5 for clearance 

descriptions based on ETS Infrastructure (ETS) modelling and Figure 3 for locations of trees. ETS are the current 

contractor for electrical vegetation clearance on all Electranet owned assets and have significant experience in 

defining impacts for maintenance buffers.  
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Figure 3. Scattered trees/ patches within augmentation project area 
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4.3 Tower locations 

No recommendations are made with regard to the two tower locations (Figure 6) as preferential from an 

ecological perspective. The area area being grazed and the under storey was largely exotic in origin with the 

exception of scattered tussocks of Aristida behriana (Brush Wiregrass)) and Enneapogon nigricans 

(Bottlewashers) at the western most location (Figure 4) with the eastern site having very sparse tussocks of 

Cyperus gymnocaulos (Spiny Flat sedge) with dense stands of the declared weed Cynara cardunculus (Artichoke 

Thistle) (Figure 5). All these species are disturbance resistant and commonly occur in disturbed areas such as 

roadsides and gravel pits. See attached bushland assessment sheets for the tower study areas. 

 

Figure 4. Aristida behriana tussocks at western tower location 

 

Figure 5. Exotic grass forb cover with Artichoke Thistle at eastern tower location.  
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Figure 6. Tower locations assessed using the bushland assessment method.  
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4.4.3 Threatened Flora 

Fifteen flora species or subspecies listed as threatened under the EPBC Act were identified in the PMST report 

as potentially occurring or having suitable habitat within 5 km of the Project area (Table 7). None of these had 

records of occurrence within 5 km of the Project area, as returned via the NatureMaps BDBSA search. 

Two flora species of state conservation significance but not national significance had historical records within 5 

km of the Project area from the NatureMaps BDBSA search (Table 7 and Figure 7). Of these, Eucalyptus 

fasciculosa (Pink Gum, NPW: R) was considered Likely to occur within the Project area. However, no Pink Gum 

was observed within the Project area during the field survey. 
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Figure 7 Conservation significant flora records within 5 km of the Project area. 
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4.4.4 Threatened Fauna 

Twenty-four fauna species or subspecies listed as threatened under the EPBC Act were identified by the PMST 

report as having suitable habitat potentially occurring within 5 km of the Project area (Table 8Table 8). This 

included 16 bird, 2 mammal, 2 reptile, 1 frog, and 3 fish species or subspecies. Four fauna species threatened 

under the EPBC Act and identified in the PMST report also had records of occurrence within 5 km of the Project 

area, as returned via the NatureMaps BDBSA search (Table 8 and Figure 8). These included: 

• Aphelocephala leucopsis (Southern Whiteface, EPBC: VU) 

• Stagonopleura guttata (Diamond Firetail, EPBC: VU, NPW: V) 

• Pteropus poliocephalus (Grey-headed Flying-fox, EPBC: VU, NPW: R) 

• Craterocephalus fluviatilis (Murray Hardyhead, EPBC: EN) 

Aphelocephala leucopsis (Southern Whiteface, EPBC: VU) was considered Likely to occur within the Project 

Area. This species was added to the threated fauna list under the EPBC Act on the 31st of March 2023 due to 

continued population decline. Two subspecies are recognized, with Aphelocephala leucopsis leucopsis occurring 

in South Australia. The species occurs across most of mainland Australia south of the tropics in a wide range of 

open woodlands and shrublands where there is an understorey of grasses and / or shrubs. The species prefers 

habitat with low tree densities and herbaceous understorey litter cover which provides essential foraging habitat 

and requires hollows / crevices in trees for roosting / nesting. Key threats for the species are broad landscape 

based and relate to pastoralism and the loss of shrubs and grasses. The PMST report suggested the presence of 

Southern Whiteface within the Project area and 1 occurrence record was within 5 km of the Project area. 

However, vegetation within the Project area is unlikely to be regularly utilised by the species given the lack of 

trees with hollows / crevices required for breeding and roosting, the lack of Acacia / Eucalypt dominated 

woodland / shrubland (preferred habitat), and the low amount of herbaceous understorey litter cover. Southern 

Whiteface was also not observed during the field survey. Vegetation clearance within the Project area, limited 

to the major pruning of trees with more than 25% but less than 50 % removal, is highly unlikely to negatively 

impact any important population(s) of the species as per the Significant impact criteria for a Vulnerable species 

listed in the Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 Matters of National Environmental Significance (2013) (SIG 1.1). 

Stagonopleura guttata (Diamond Firetail, EPBC: VU, NPW: V) was considered Likely to occur within the Project 

Area. This species was added to the threated fauna list under the EPBC Act on the 31st of March 2023 due to 

continued population decline. This decline is attributed to the clearance of native vegetation for large scale 

agriculture which has reduced the size and quality of important nesting and breeding habitats. Diamond Firetail 

occur in eucalypt, Acacia or Casuarina woodlands, open forests and other lightly timbered habitats, including 

farmland and grassland with scattered trees. They feed predominantly on grass and herb seeds, green leaves 

and insects. Habitat critical to the survival of the Diamond Firetail includes areas of low tree density, few large 

logs, and little litter cover but high grass cover for foraging, roosting and breeding. The PMST report suggested 

the presence of Diamond Firetail within the Project area and 4 occurrence records were within 5 km of the 

Project area. However, habitat within the Project area is unlikely to be critical to the survival of the species given 

the degraded nature of the area and the proximity of the habitat to current infrastructure. Diamond Firetail was 

also not observed during the field survey. Vegetation clearance within the Project area, limited to the major 

pruning of trees with more than 25% but less than 50 % removal, is highly unlikely to negatively impact any 

important population(s) of the species as per the Significant impact criteria for a Vulnerable species listed in the 

Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 Matters of National Environmental Significance (2013) (SIG 1.1). 

In addition, four species of state conservation significance but not national significance had historical records 

from the NatureMaps BDBSA search within 5 km of the Project area. Of these, one was considered Likely to 

occur within the Project area, and three were considered Possible (Table 8 and Figure 8). 
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4.4.5 Migratory species 

Twelve EPBC Act listed migratory species or subspecies were identified by the PMST report as having suitable 

habitat potentially occurring within 5 km of the Project area (Table 8). The migratory birds identified are all 

unlikely to directly utilise the Project area. These migratory birds are largely associated with waterbodies used 

for feeding and or refuge areas which are not present within the Project area. They may occur above the Project 

area as a brief flyover. 
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Figure 8. Conservation significant fauna records within 5 km of the Project area. 
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4.5 Cumulative Impact 

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Native Vegetation Regulations 2017, the 

NVC must consider the potential cumulative impact, both direct and indirect, that is reasonably likely to result 

from a proposed clearance activity. 

There are no additional areas expected to be impacted as part of the development development application 

to which this assessment is associated. The broader Project (parts not requiring development approval) 

incorporates stringing of a vacant circuit on the existing Tungkillo to Tailem Bend transmission line which will 

be subject to additional an additional native vegetation clearance application to be submitted separately to 

the Native Vegetation Council. This additional clearance was contemplated and endorsed in the original 

development approval for that transmission line. No further clearance is expected beyond the scope of these 

applications. 

4.6 Adress the mitigation hierarchy 

When exercising a power or making a decision under Division 5 of the Native Vegetation Regulations 2017, the 

NVC must have regard to the mitigation hierarchy. The NVC will also consider, with the aim to minimize, impacts 

on biological diversity, soil, water and other natural resources, threatened species or ecological communities under 

the EPBC Act or listed species under the NP&W Act. 

a) Avoidance – outline measures taken to avoid clearance of native vegetation. 

The proposed vegetation clearance cannot be avoided due to safety requirements associated with the height 

of trees close to power transmission lines. Tree height is already managed by pruning along the existing 

Tungkillo Substation transmission line. The key components of the project are: 

- Works within the Tungkillo substation; 

- Additional earthing works at select towers near to the Tepko Substation; 

- Stringing the spare side of the existing 275kV towers between Tungkillo and the BESS site (Tepko 

substation); 

- Two entry towers into the Tungkillo substation, and; 

- Vegetation clearance to ensure compliance with bushfire regulations. 

The potential construction impacts of each of these components have been assessed and detailed below. 

Construction 

Method  

Description  Native 

vegetation 

impact risk  

Cultural 

heritage 

impact risk  

Health and 

Safety risk  

Heavy Vehicle 

Construction 

(traditional)  

 
- 5m clearance corridor underneath easement  

- Dragging heavy draw wires in contact with 

ground  

- EWPs required at tension towers  

- Requires winching stations  

 

High  High  Low  

Helicopter 

installation  
 
- Minimal to no ground disturbance  

- Requires de-energization of existing 

conductor*  

- EWPs at select towers  

- Requires winching stations  

 

Low  Low  Extreme 

Light Vehicle and 

manual guidance  

- Minimal ground disturbance and high level of 

control  

- Increased workforce  

Low  Low  Moderate  
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Construction 

Method  

Description  Native 

vegetation 

impact risk  

Cultural 

heritage 

impact risk  

Health and 

Safety risk  

- Requires winching stations  

- EWPs required at tension towers  

- Progressively increasing draw rope / wire 

through towers  

 

Notes:  * The de-energization of the existing conductor is a requirement for the ‘helicopter installation’ 

construction method. The de-energization is operationally impossible for the duration of the 

works. Without de-energization, the health and safety risks are extreme.  

Due to the extreme health and safety risks of the helicopter installation method, this method is not considered 

feasible. The project then assessed via site inspection with the construction team the remaining two 

construction methods and a comparison of their relative impacts is shown below.  

Construction 

Impact Categories  

Heavy Vehicle (Traditional)  Light Vehicle and Manual Guidance  

Ground 

disturbance (draw 

wire pulling)  

- Dragging of 3x21mm draw wire results in 

gauging of bare earth (up to 500mm)  

- Compaction of soil from heavy vehicles (e.g. 

tractor)  

- Damage to all vegetation in the path of the 

wire (5m corridor)  

 

- Dragging of 12mm rope will not cause 

ground disturbance.  

- Ground protection will be laid to protect 

the Lomandra native grasslands (an EPBC 

listed community), and the rope will be 

walked (no vehicles)  

- Where cultural heritage sites are identified 

the rope will be walked (no vehicles where 

practicable)  

 

Ground 

disturbance 

(lifting and 

winching)  

- Earth cut and crushed rock for EWP pads as 

required at select towers  

- Cleared earth for winching pad and winch to 

be installed at select spans  

 

- EWP stabilization method using matting 

and temporary pads at select towers  

- Matting and temporary pads for winching 

installed at select towers with ability to 

microsite to avoid impacts  

 

Native vegetation 

Clearance and 

Trimming  

- Complete removal for a 5m access track along 

entire easement  

- Lopping of limbs within vertical path of the 

5m track  

 

- Floating of rope will require minor 

trimming of limbs within vertical path of the 

rope.  

- Removal of <10 trees is required to enable 

a clear path for the rope to be walked 

between spans  

- Manipulation of the rope through tagging 

significantly reduces the need for complete 

removal or trimming of trees  

To meet the project’s obligations under the Native Vegetation Act 1991 and the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988 

and the Commonwealth Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999 the project 

has chosen the Light Vehicle and Manual Guidance method to string the conductor. 

 

b) Minimization – if clearance cannot be avoided, outline measures taken to minimize the extent, duration 

and intensity of impacts of the clearance on biodiversity to the fullest possible extent (whether the impact is 

direct, indirect or cumulative). 

Rope stringing will pull the new transmission line into place avoiding most removal of scattered trees and 

limiting clearance to the major pruning of trees with more than 25% but less than 50 % removal. The project 

works are heavily constrained in their design and implementation given the existing ElectraNet Transmission 
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Moderating factors that may be considered by the NVC. 

None of the trees as part of pruning associated with clearance buffers is likely to lead to: 

• a long-term decrease in the size of a population, or  

• reduce the area of occupancy of the species, or  

• fragment an existing population into two or more populations, or  

• adversely affect habitat critical to the survival of a species, or  

• modify, destroy, remove, isolate or decrease the availability or quality of habitat to the extent 

that the species is likely to decline, or  

• result in invasive species that are harmful to a threatened species becoming established in 

the threatened species habitat, or  

• interfere with the recovery of the species. 

Principle 1c - 

plants of a 

rare, 

vulnerable or 

endangered 

species 

Relevant information  

No threatened flora species recorded. Highly degraded.  

Assessment against the principles  

Not at Variance  

Moderating factors that may be considered by the NVC. 

N/A 

Principle 1d - 

the vegetation 

comprises the 

whole or 

part of a plant 

community 

that is Rare, 

Vulnerable or 

endangered: 

Relevant information  

No threatened communities under the EPBC Act or threatened ecosystems under the DEW Provisional 

list of threatened ecosystems were present. 

  

Assessment against the principles  

Not at Variance  

 

Moderating factors that may be considered by the NVC. 

N/A 

Principle 1e - 

it is 

significant as 

a remnant of 

vegetation in 

an area which 

has been 

extensively 

cleared. 

 

Relevant information  

Remnancy figures for the IBRA Association were 6% and the IBRA Subregion is 12% 

Remnants are sparsely present.  

Total Biodiversity Score – 24.91 

Assessment against the principles  

At Variance  

Moderating factors that may be considered by the NVC. 

The pruning is not likely to impact on a tree species or vegetation community that has been 

selectively removed within the IBRA Association or IBRA Subregion  

Principle 1f - 

it is growing 

in, or in 

association 

with, a 

wetland 

environment. 

Relevant information  

None of the vegetation is associated with a wetland  

Assessment against the principles  

Not At Variance –  

Moderating factors that may be considered by the NVC 

Principle 1g - 

it contributes 

significantly 

to the 

amenity of 

Relevant information  

The trees are generally old and very little regeneration has occurred in the past 100 years. The possible 

effect on landscape character is not however expected to change significantly being a narrow linear 

alignment.  

N/A 
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the area in 

which it is 

growing or is 

situated. 

 

Moderating factors that may be considered by the NVC. 

N/A 

4.7 Risk Assessment 

Determine the level of risk associated with the application. 

Total 

clearance  

No. of trees 31 

Area (ha) 320m2 

Total biodiversity Score 24.91 

Seriously at variance with principle 1(b), 

1(c) or 1 (d) 

1(b) 

Risk assessment outcome Level 4 

 

4.8 NVC Guidelines 

Provide any other information that demonstrates that the clearance complies with any relevant NVC guidelines 

related to the activity. 

N/A 
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6 Significant Environmental 

Benefit  
A Significant Environmental Benefit (SEB) is required for approval to clear under Division 5 of the Native 

Vegetation Regulations 2017.  The NVC must be satisfied that as a result of the loss of vegetation from the 

clearance that an SEB will result in a positive impact on the environment that is over and above the negative 

impact of the clearance.   

ACHIEVING AN SEB 

Indicate how the SEB will be achieved by ticking the appropriate box and providing the associated information: 

 

  Establish a new SEB Area on land owned by the proponent.  

  Use SEB Credit that the proponent has established.  Provide the SEB Credit Ref. No. ___________ 

  Apply to have SEB Credit assigned from another person or body.  The application form needs to be 

submitted with this Data Report. 

  Apply to have an SEB to be delivered by a Third Party.  The application form needs to be submitted with 

this Data Report. 

  Pay into the Native Vegetation Fund.  

 

PAYMENT SEB 

If a proponent proposes to achieve the SEB by paying into the Native Vegetation Fund, summary information 

must be provided on the amount required to be paid and the manner of payment: 

The payment to satisfy the SEB obligation is $16,690.39 plus an admin fee of $917.97 totalling $17,608.36 
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